US D A United States Forest Ouachita National Forest 1523 Highway 270 East

———— Department of Service Caddo-Womble Ranger District Mount Ida, AR 71957

S A criculture 870-867-2101

Fax: 870-867-3338

File Code:  1950; 2400
Date:  January 8, 2021

Dear Interested Party:

This project announcement letter serves to initiate scoping, “an early and open process for
determining the scope of issues to be addressed” (40 CFR 1501.7). I request your input on the
following proposed action regarding the Fancy Hill Mine Reclamation Project.

Proposed Action

The Forest Service proposes to remove parts of the abandoned mining structure and install a
closure on the facilities that would remain standing. In order to reach the site, the access would
have to be cleaned of brush and some trees would have to be removed around the structures for
equipment to gain access. The project is located in Section 22 of T4S, R26W in Montgomery
County, Arkansas.

Purpose of and Need for the Action

The structures that are located on the site present a hazard to the public. There is a need to
remove parts of the structure that would provide access and close off the remaining structure.
The closure would need to allow bats and other wildlife that use the structure access.

Invitation to Participate in Project Planning

Scoping is not limited to a single point in time; we will continue to accept and consider
comments until an implementation decision is made. With that said, your comments will be
most helpful if they are received early in the process. They will help us identify environmental
issues associated with implementation, and alternative ways to meet Forest plan objectives and
desired conditions. Your involvement will enable us to better assess concerns of the public.

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who
comment, will become a part of the public record for this proposed action. Comments submitted
anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, anonymous comments will not provide
the Agency with the ability to provide the respondent with subsequent environmental documents.

Objection Process

This project is subject to subparts A and B of 36 CFR Part 218 Project-Level Predecisional
Administrative Review Process (objection process); it is not authorized under the Healthy Forest
Restoration Act (HFRA).

The designated opportunity for public comment in response to this solicitation is January 8,
2021 to February 8, 2021. Providing specific written comments during this time will afford you
standing to later file an objection to the project, should you desire (see Upcoming Project
Planning Steps).
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Pursuant to §218.2, specific written comments should be within the scope of the proposed action,
have a direct relationship to the proposed action, and must include supporting reasons for the
responsible official to consider.

How to Comment

Specific written comments must be submitted to: Becky Finzer, 1523 Hwy 270 E, Mt. Ida AR
71957 or fax to 870-867-3338. The office business hours for those submitting hand-delivered
comments are: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Send electronic comments, in a common digital format, to
comments-southern-ouachita-caddo-womble@fs.fed.us. Please state “Fancy Hill Mine
Reclamation Project” in the email subject line when providing electronic comments, or on the
envelope when replying by mail.

Upcoming Project Planning Steps

As stated above, your comments will help us identify issues and they will be used to formulate
alternatives to this proposal. An environmental analysis will be conducted and the results will be
documented in an environmental assessment (EA).

Upon completion, the EA will be released for public review and comment. A 30-day notice and
comment period pursuant to 36 CFR 218 will be initiated. This comment period will afford you
another opportunity to obtain standing to later file an objection to the project, should you desire.

An objection period, if required, will follow the regulation found in §218.7. Issues raised in
objections must be based on previously submitted specific written comments regarding the
project and attributed to the objector, unless the issue is based on new information that arose
after a designated opportunity to comment (§218.8(c)).

If you have questions about this project or would like more information, please contact Chip
Stokes at 870-867-2101 or cstokes@fs.fed.us

Sincerely,
L 7
[}Z(‘ </ / /]Z«,f_ﬂ’y?y/)\

BECKY FINZER
Acting District Ranger

Enclosures



1012-298 (028) suoyd Jo Yy ‘ep] W
3 042 AMH €251 e 1oumsig Jabuey
S|GWIOAA 24} 1281U00 ‘uonewIoul S10W Jo4

1S2104 |BUOHEN BIIYIENO
gy - 9SG 153104 SN

sesueyy ‘Aunon AsawoBbjuop

PUsI Jebury sjquiopi-oppe)

uonewe|d33Yy AUl |iH Adued

- 9l uoisiAay dep
LZ0T ‘9 "uer - ajeQ uoneal) depy

Apoqisiepy o9
ssy «
PuET] S48N
ealy Josloid €3
peoy ~o
SM|IDE4 JO UOHEDDT .
puaba

I 40 L 193ys

SOl I .
¥O0 c0 10 0

€109T HaD T IR YOU QUL 34 BUsRIS

0 JT0ANT Y4 L3 TIT IO IC SIOUT ITN I
JI0W A K, PHEUGISIE SITH PUR DO ITOE TIAISE
FNAN UL (WANING 01N 380 ITIIN SN WIEr3
3 NI O 4S8N 343 4T QNI IS T Y o
3§ U DRLUSTILTN IOU 3 1F TI T wd T IE I0UN 3D
2 T3 RNIPCT € A2 IS JILDA ITIO JT) BT JT 1R
2T €40 YAEUOTIT  USHEILIOU INCUIM SR 31D
IIOTI 0 WD HTDIN TIRA0T X W8I IE TIUITU
SIASIT ISR Wl WTIT UNDUS IWD I UO BT
200 UDATWIOM SUL SIS SUDSITIW 9 RININU
DIS AR BSITSID 3639 30 L2UM IS I3 RN

13410 33500400 22, TINOTA T1 BURN N3 ‘BRI

4T RIIRAT BUIT A1 UJ0WOI PUT WRTRLRS

40 BUIINOw UD DITER THRIT LTSI 3¢ AUO e
1387330 SUIILIR 12 TDINOT WA, PITTIAID 3T AT FIYL
fa0e MTw AITINIZWIINDTUY PUT TIT0 SID “ISRITIT TIRE
JTILAI QU ISRT 3 130U I TITN IIPUIC 153202 L

y 4

dey Auuoip,




